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Our goal of providing help and creating hope makes a difference in the lives of those we serve each day at
Catholic Charities.

Hurdl i ng L
Obstacles

Mary was in her late 30s when she was Mary also began seeing a counselor at the
diagnosed with cancer and lost her job. Agency to help her deal with the
The disease, along with its treatments emotional pain and stress of coping with
and side-effects, made Mary too sick to her disease and its ramifications in her
work. She became anxious about how life. As she began to feel better, Mary
she would provide for herself and her enrolled in school. She has since
teenage daughter. graduated and completed an internship.
Mary applied for and was granted Mary’' s story is al
Social Security benefits; however, while Catholic Charities provides help and
waiting for the benefits to begin, she fell creates hope, when life takes an
behind on her housing expenses. unexpected, overwhelming turn. With
the hand of Catholic Charities to help her,
Catholic Charities was able to bring Mary was able to hurdle the obstacles she
Mary’ s housi ng ex encounteredin herlife and build a bright
she could concentrate on getting well. future for herself and her daughter.

Save the Date: 11™ Annual Voice of Hope Dinner

The 2008 Catholic Charities Voice of Hope Dinner will be held on Friday, A\/l
October 24 at Ci mi ner o 0OPieasBmarkyaue t .
calendarand planonjoi ni ng wi th Bi shop Murr %@

Board members and friends to celebrate the unity and identity of Catholic
Charities6 services in the Dioces



For Catholic Charities, 2007
proved to be a challenging
year. Forced to cut or amend
programs due to lack of
funding, Catholic Charities
realized an 11% decrease in
the number served from 2006
to 2007.

Brian Corbin, Executive
Director of Catholic Charities
Services and Health Affairs
for the Diocese of
Youngstown, explains that
fewer people served does not
translate into less of a need
for services.

“The needs a
ever,” CoOlri
Catholic Charities Agencies
experienced a 30% increase
in the number of people
requesting assistance in 2007.
However, we do not have the
financial or staff resources to
keep up with

Additionally, the nature of
the calls Catholic Charities is
receiving in the emergency
assistance program has
grown very complex.
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Review

Catholic Charities challenged to meet increasing

needs with fewer resources.

“People are |
coming to us needing food
and prescripi
asserts Nancy Voitus,
Executive Director of
Catholic Charities Regional
Agency. “Thi
things plus rent and utility
assistance, plus diapers and
clothing for

Complicated requests require
not only more resources, but
more staff time. In atypical
day, a Catholic Charities
caseworker sees fewer
clients than in the past,
simply because those clients
who are seen need more time
to resolve their issues.

Over and above staff time,
Catholic Charities lacks
adequate financial resources
to assist all clients who need
help. Good stewardship of
funds and fair criteria for
assistance become very
important in order to assure
that those who cannot be
helped elsewhere have a
place to turn.

One way that Catholic
Charities has expanded
options for emergency
assistance clients without
adding to its expenses is by
offering Ohio Benefit Bank
services.

Administered through the
Ohio Association of Second
Harvest Foodbanks, in
partnership with the
Governor's
Based and Community
Initiatives, the Ohio Benefit
Bank uses a computer
program to help low-income
individuals and families
access the public benefit
programs for which they are
eligible.

Of

Staff time is the only
expense involved with
administering the Ohio
Benefit Bank.
Corbinconcl udes,
doing the best we can. Our
Agency directors

continually share ideas for
more efficient and effective
to serve

ways

Caritas Notes is a quarterly e-publication for friends of
Catholic Charities

BRIAN R. CORBIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CATHOLIC CHARITIES SERVICES

MARY ELLEN ANDERSEN,

PRESIDENT & CEO

DIOCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN CATHOLIC CHARITIES CORPORATION

CAMPAIGN TO
REDUCE
POVERTY IN
AMERICA

Nationally, 36.5 million
Americans live in poverty,
and Catholic Charities
agencies serve more than 7.8
million people each year.
More than half of the people
served by Catholic Charities
in the United States—4.1
million—were living below
the federal poverty line,
according to Poverty in
America: Beyond the
Numbers, a report released
by Catholic Charities USA
(CCUSA) in November.

Can we count on you to
support the CCUSA
Campaign to Reduce Poverty
in America? Visit

for more information about
endorsing this important
initiative.

Catholic Charities is funded
by the Bi s h Appeal for
Catholic Charities and
Church. Please be generous
in your support of the 2008
campaign. With your help,
we will reach our goal of $3.6
million and continue
providing help and hope to
those individuals and families
who count on Catholic
Charities in their time of need.

Catholic Charities
Diocese of Youngstown
Providing Help. Creating Hope.


http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/

